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Appendix 1  

 

Test of Soundness  
 

Commentary  

Preparation 
Requirements  

 

Has preparation of the 
plan com plied wit h legal 
and reg ulator y procedural 
req uir em ent s? (LDP 
Regulations, CIS, SEA 
Regulations, SA, HRA 
etc.?)  
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As soon as reasonably practicable , cop ies  of representation s wil l 
be made  available at the places at which the pre- deposit / 
deposit Plan docum ents wer e made available f or inspect ion. The 
Council wil l publish on its websit e details of all repr esentations 
received tog et her wit h a statement of how they can be 
inspect ed .  

 Reg 20 Handling of representations : site allocation 
representations : 
No long er req uir ed by the updated 2015 Regs  

 Reg 21 Representations on a site allocation representation : 
No long er req uir ed by the updated 2015 Regs  

 Strategic Environmental Assessment  Regs – European 
Directive 2001/42/EC  
Sustainability Appraisal - The Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004:  
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 Health Impact Assessment  / Equalities Impact Assessment : 
 
The IIP under taken by Arcadis is an all -embracing assessm ent 
of the Plan which incor porates Sustainabilit y Appraisal and 
Strateg ic Envir onm ental Assessm ent, along wit h Health Impact 
Assessm ent and Equalities Impact Assessm ent. It also has 
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Yes, althoug h the Wales Spatial Plan (WSP) is now rather dated 
and wil l shor t ly be replaced by the National Devel opm ent 
Framework (NDF), the Plan has been prepared in the lig ht of the 
spatial cont ext set by the WSP. In particular the earlier 
consideration of growt h and spatial opt ions had regard to the 
focus of growt h in the Wrexham Deeside / Wrexham / Chest er 
growt h hub given its impor tance to the econom y of Wales and 
the ULK econom y.  
 
The National Developm ent Framework (NDF) was published on 
7th  August 2019 for consultation. Given that it was published 
only shor t ly after the Plan was approved by Council, it has 
clearly not been possible to have regard to the NDF in the 
Deposit Plan. The Council wil l give due consideration to the draft 
NDF via a report to October Planning Strateg y Group and will 
feed back repr esentations to Welsh Governm ent. This 
assessm ent will consider the deg r ee  to which the LDP is in 
conf orm it y wit h the emerg ing NDF 
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Area Statement s wil l help us bet t er under stand the state and 
trends of natural resour ces in an area,  the pressur es on them 
and the benef its they provide.  They wil l give people the 
inf or mation they need to bet t er manage natural resour ces.   
The Plan has been prepared in the lig ht of consultation wit h 
Natural Resources and this would have provided NRW the 
o ppor t unit y to f lag up com patibilit y of the Strategy and strateg ic 
policies wit h the emerg ing Area Statement s.  

Is the plan in general 
conf orm it y wit h the NDF 
(when published)?  
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as well as LDP prog r ess and topic based discussions. Regard 
needs to be had to the dif f er ing tim escales for Denbig hshir e 
wh ich has an adopt ed LDP, and is present ly wor k ing on a 
revised Pref err ed Strateg y at the same tim e as the Flint shir e 
LDP has reached Deposit.  
 
In consultations wit h the neig hbour ing autj or it ies ther e have 
been no fundamental object ions to the Plan.  

Does it have regard  to  the 
Well -being Plan or the 
National Park 
Management Plan?  

Yes. The Plan has had regard to the Well -being Plan as 
demonstrated in the policy cont ext boxes accompanying each of 
the strateg ic policies. The IIA has also had regard to well -being 
goals.  

Has the LPA 
demonstrated it has 
exhaust ed all 
oppor t unit ies f or joint 
wor k ing and collaboration 
on bot h plan preparation 
and the evidence base? 

Yes. As set out above the Council has work ed closely wit h 
Wrexham in ter m s of com m issioning k ey consultants studies as 
part of developing the ev idence base and thr oug h the wor k 
under taken by Flint shir e’s Mineral and Waste Planning Service. 
This has also included a recent and important piece of wor k on 
Viabil it y wit h Denbig hshire and Wrexham. However, the dif f er ing 
tim escales for the preparation of each Plan has prevent ed 
furt her joint wor k ing or shared evidence gather ing.  

Test 2: Is the plan  
appropriate?  
(Is the plan appropr iate for 
the area in the lig ht of the 
evidence?)  

 

Is it locally specif ic?  Yes, the Plan has had regard to a wide rang e of local issues 
from devising the vision and obj ect ives thr oug h various stages of 
preparation to the  deposit Plan. These are ident if ied in the early 
Topic Papers, the vision, obj ect ives and issues. In addit ion to 
Count y wide matter s, the Plan also recog nises the uniq ue 
character of dif f er ent parts of the Count y such as the Deeside 
urban area, the coastal  str ip, the AONB and larg e rural areas 
and a series of mark et towns. The preparation of the Plan has 
also been facilitated by a Key Stakeholder Forum and 
engagem ent and consultation wit h Town and Communit y 
Councils, other  local bodies and organisations to ensur e local 
input s can be taken account of.  

Does it address the key 
issues?  

Yes. The issues and key messages ident if ied in the Plan have 
arisen from early engagem ent on the Plan as well as the 
growing evidence base. For instance, the Plans vision and 
obj ect ives wer e developed in conj unct ion wit h the Key 
Stakeholder Forum.  
 
The preparation of the Plan included a Key Messages docum ent 
as part of the participation phase. This docum ent was impor tant 
in set t ing out the vision for the Plan, the issues to be faced by 
the Plan and the obj ect ives f or the Plan. The int ent ion of the 
consultation was to ensur e that a range of stakeholder s, 
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including the general public, wer e comf ortable wi t h the dir ect ion 
that the Plan i s heading in.   
 
The Key Messages docum ent also buil t on wor k relating to a  
compr ehensive sur vey of sett lem ent ser vices and facilit ies.  This 
wor k on the sustainabilit y of each sett lem ent inf or m ed a 
fundamental review of the approach taken in the UDP regarding 
set t lem ent categ or isation and result ed in a number of set t lem ent 
hierarchy opt ions being consider ed.  The consultation ther ef or e 
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Will  it be eff ect ive?  Yes. The Plan wil l be effect ive in deliver ing its vision and 
obj ect ions and addressing k ey issues thr oug h a series of 
strateg ic and detailed policies.  The Plan has set out an 
aspirational but realist ic growt h led strateg y and a level of 
h ousebuilding which is hig her than Welsh Governm ent 
proj ect ions  to support econom ic growt h .  

Can it be implem ent ed?  Yes. The Plan has provided a portf olio of employm ent sit es from 
strateg ic sit es, which are key to the reg ional growt h ambit ions, 
throug h to mor e local sites, in order to provide a range and 
choice of sit es. The housing allocations are of a size wh ich are 
attractive the mark et and capable of being implement ed, as 
explained in the Housing Land Supply backg r ound paper.  

Is ther e support from the 
relevant inf rastr uct ur e 
provider s bot h f inancially 
and in ter ms of meet ing 
relevant tim escales?  

Yes. The Plan is suppor ted by an Infrastruct ur e Plan and this 
dem onstrates that ther e are no showst opper s in ter m s of 
inf rastr uct ur e def iciencies which wou ld pr event or delay the 
Plans deliver y.  

Will developm ent be 
viable?  

Yes. The District Valuation Service Viabilit y Stud y has 
established the level of affor dable housing that dif f er ent housing 
mark et areas (and allocations) can deliver in a viable manner.  

Can the sit es allocated be 
deli ver ed? 

Yes. The Housing Supply backgr ound paper demonst rates the 
deli ver y of housing allocations (and com m it m ents) in the form of 
a traject or y. This has been prepared in the lig ht of discussions 
wit h sit e prom ot er s / developer s and dem onst rates realist ic 
deli ver y and a 5 year housing land supply, and wher e a number 
of the sites are capable of early deli ver y.  

Is the plan suf f icient ly 
f lexible? Are ther e 
appropr iate cont ing ency 
provisions?  

Yes. The Plan’s portf olio of employm ent si t es ensur es a deg r ee 
of f lexibilit y in ter m s of meet ing the req uir em ent s of dif f er ent 
types of indust r y. The Plans housing provision has been realist ic 
assessed in term s of com plet ions to date, comm it m ent s and 
small and windfall sit e allowances. Given that  the housing 
req uir em ent is in excess of that inf orm ed by Welsh Governm ent 
proj ect ions and includes a flexibil it y allo wance of nearly 15%, 
ther e is suf f icient f lexibilit y allo wance. Further m ore, the Plan has 
moved away from the UDP approach of a large num ber of small 
allocations to a more f ocussed set of allocations wh ich are 
evidenced as being available, viable and deliverable.  

Is it monit or ed eff ect ivel y?  Yes. The Plan has incorporated a Monitor ing Chapter which set s 
out the arrang em ents for monit or ing the Plan’s perf ormance.  
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